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IMZRCB 2022 Conference Summary
The Serengeti-Park Hodenhagen held its 2nd International Meeting on Zoo Research, Conservation and
Biodiversity (IMZRCB) on March 31 to April 2, 2022 as a hybrid event. An initiative of the Serengeti-Park
Department of Research (SPDR), the conference was formed to provide a platform for scientists, academia,
zoo researchers and all persons interested to discuss and exchange information on new science-based
innovations and research topics that will offer perspectives and future-oriented solutions to biodiversity
changes, while also addressing environmental sustainability. The hybrid nature of the event created the
opportunity for attendees from many parts of the world to connect and learn about zoo research projects
and ongoing initiatives to protect biodiversity and enhance conservation efforts. A total of 73 people
attended the hybrid event in-person or online.
The program began with an icebreaker evening on March 31. In his presentation, Tobias Friedrich (BELOW
SURFACE) took us on a journey to different regions of the world through his many diving expeditions and
beautiful underwater photography.
On April 1, attendees received a warm welcome by the CEO and owner of the Serengeti-Park Hodenhagen,
Dr. Fabrizio Sepe, and by the Head of the Serengeti-Park Department of Research and General Chair of the
IMZRCB conference, Dr. Idu Azogu-Sepe. Following an introduction of the Serengeti-Park Hodenhagen as a
biodiverse location with unique research and education opportunities, a highlight of their talk was on
working together to protect biodiversity through collaborative effort. For the future, we want to be
innovative, goal oriented and achieve the goal.
Our keynote speaker this year was Prof. Theo Pagel, the director of Cologne Zoo, and recent past
president of the World Association of Zoos and Aquaria (WAZA). He spoke on the role of zoos in fighting
biodiversity loss and promoting conservation. He highlighted the “One Plan Approach” and most notably,
Reverse the Red, a new initiative of IUCN’s Species Survival Commission (SSC) and WAZA. This initiative
stands to become a global movement that ignites strategic cooperation and action to ensure the
survival of wild species and ecosystems.

We expanded our two conference themes of science/policy interaction, and comparative animal behavior
and adaptations to include a third theme, animal-visitor interactions. Talks were classified according to these
three themes. There was a mix of students, veterinarians, conservation biologists and senior scientists
presenting their work on a good range of topics covering many taxa. We had a total of 11 invited speakers, 5
symposium presenters and 7 poster presenters. We also included two workshops on animal welfare
assessments and exploration of a Behavior intervention Guideline. The list of impressive speakers and their
thought-provoking topics are listed below. These talks served to promote zoo research and conservation
aspects, wildlife management, reproductive biology and conservation management, acoustic monitoring,
animal husbandry, and the importance of preserving the beauty and integrity of ocean life. The day was
concluded with a gala night dinner and silent auction.
On the morning of April 2, the attendees went on a guided bus tour through our animal park, with special
viewing of our white lions feeding. This tour was narrated by our Program Chair, Friederike Höner.
An important addition to our conference this year is our Flagship Species Support Program. We created this
program not only to help to preserve a particular species, but to support efforts to rescue a specific area
where biodiversity is heavily impacted and where the conservation efforts can reverse the degradation the
most. This is to say that we focus on the conservation of the animal on the level of biodiversity regeneration
needed for that specific area of the planet. The flagship species does not need to be in the endangered list,
but they are crucial to the survival and balance of their ecosystem. In 2022, our flagship species is the
Cheetah! They are a key species that balance out the prey populations and ecosystem. We are happy to
support the Bush Project of the Cheetah Conservation Fund. This organization is based in Otjiwarongo,
Namibia. We raised funds through a silent auction with animal prints, and art created and donated
specifically for the event. We also had stand up posters from the Aktionsgemeinschaft Artenschutz providing
information on the human-wildlife conflict, impact of the illegal wildlife trade of Cheetahs, and the
importance of protecting this species for the survival of the ecosystem.
In summary, this IMZRCB conference had a strong focus on zoo research and conservation, and an expansion
on its commitment to create clear and tangible future goals on how to help the planet’s biodiversity.
Furthermore, this focus provided the foundation for building community with other researchers, scientists,
and students, and was characterized by a personal atmosphere. Many thanks to our speakers, presenters,
attendees, sponsors and cooperators! We also wish a congratulations to our travel award winners, best talk,
and best poster winners. Recordings are now available on the Serengeti-Park Hodenhagen YouTube page.
Next year’s IMZRCB conference is scheduled from the 23rd to 26th of March 2023. There will be increased
opportunity to network with zoo researchers and scientists to strengthen the platform for the zoo
community, while also enjoying our themed lodges and a tour of the Serengeti-Park. Lastly, we will
continue to work on showcasing the Serengeti-Park Hodenhagen as a place involved in research,
conservation and biodiversity. In doing so, it is important that we highlight the role of zoos (and aquaria)
in conservation and support of biodiversity.
Our sincerest gratitude to our incredible colleagues at the Serengeti-Park Hodenhagen for their support
in making this a successful event.

Speakers and presenters for IMZRCB 2022

Keynote speaker
Prof Theo Pagel - The role of zoos in fighting biodiversity loss and promoting conservation
Invited speakers
Tobias Friedrich - BELOW SURFACE – Ocean Life
Dr. Angela Stoeger – Understanding elephant vocal communication: The value of studying trained and wild
individuals
Max Birkendorf - Conservation projects for endangered Parrot species by ZGAP´s Fonds für bedrohte
Papageien (FbP)
Dr. Laurie Marker - CCF’s approach to tackling the illegal wildlife trade of cheetahs
Dr. Matthias Kleespies - Exploring the impact of zoos on connection to nature and attitudes towards species
conservation
Sally Binding - What's in it for me? Exploring the impact of visitor-animal interactions on animal welfare
Annette Pedersen - A Solid Foundation Rocks! - Exploring the benefits and potentials of foundation
behaviors
Dr. Thomas Hildebrandt - BioRescue: New conservation strategy to save critically endangered species
Dr. Marcus Clauss - Birth and death: simple data on the beginning and end of life as indicators of husbandry
success
Zorana Repac - Journal of Zoological and Botanical Gardens—journal on ex-situ conservation of wildlife
Symposium presenters
Dr. Ann-Kathrin Oerke - The Lake Indawgyi Elephant Project in northern Myanmar: help and support for
captive and wild elephants
Ricardo Lemos de Figueiredo - Modifying captive parrot enclosures to enable wild-type behaviours
Christian Schiffmann - From left to right all through the night - characteristics of lying rest in zoo elephants
Franziska Hörner - Greeting an Elephant: Re-unifications and Greeting Ceremony in Loxodonta africana
Anton Baotic - Acoustic communication in Giraffes
Poster presenters
Pablo Morón Elorza - Determination of Juvenile Hematological Reference Intervals in the Undulate Skate
(Raja undulata) under human care
Rick Meulendijks and Michou Weimar – Visual barriers reduce pacing in captive Tigers
Christian Roos - Primate conservation in Myanmar
Nora Weger - In-house diagnostics for Giardia SPP. and Cryptosporidium SPP. in zoos
Viktoria Feucht - A visit as conservation experience: possible impacts of a trip to the zoo
Christoph Eichler - Observe, Record, Analyze – A modern approach to behavioural analysis

Workshops
Sally Binding - Assessing the assessments
Annette Pedersen - Are you B.I.G. for animals? - Then let us dig deep into behavior change for animal welfare
Travel Award Winners
Ricardo lemos de Figueiredo
Michou Weimar
Rick Meulendijks
Best Talk
Christian Schiffmann
Best Poster(s)
Rick Meulendijks and Michou Weimar
Viktoria Feucht
Planning Committee
Dr. Idu Azogu-Sepe (General Chair and Finance Chair)
Friederike Höner (Program Chair)
Stephan Worm (Activity Chair)
Janine Riesener (Activity Chair)
Conference volunteer
Martin Kränzlin
Sponsors and Cooperation
Die Sparkasse Bremen
Recker
Brotmanufaktur Stadtländer Walsrode
Journal of Zoological and Botanical Gardens

